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DAYTON, Ohio, July 22, 1974 --- Prospects brightened recently for
students interested in applications of solar energy and other practical
environmental control problems.
A National Science Foundation grant of $1,300 will aid in the purchase
of a heat pump system and a gas fired water chiller unit.
Dr. Henry N. Chuang (Mechanical Engineering), who will direct use of
the eqUipment, sees substantial benefits for students interested in
heating and air conditioning. Although former graduates in the field,
according to Chuang, found employment fairly easily, they "were seldom
exposed to any practical devices or systeins."
The new equipment will give such exposure.
Our energy-consuming society could also benefit substantially, says
Chuang, by the development of solar energy as the main source of energy to
run these systems.
"Heating, cooling, and providing hot water for residential, industrial.
and commercial buildings," Chuang points out, "takes about 20% of our total
national energy consumption."
These systems, Chuang says, could possibly be 70% powered by solar
energy. (Conventional energy sources would still be used to run the
necessary pumps and fans and during infavorable weather.)
Solar flat plate collectors, developed over the last year at the
University, have allowed students to work on the collection of solar
energy. Now, as Dr. Chuang points out, they will be better able to work
with putting this energy to use.
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